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The words sound more abusive in Spanish than they do in
English, as also do the following:

" What you have done is infamous!" he exclaimed to a boy whom
he had caught in some act of dishonesty. " Unworthy of anyone who
calls himself a man! Even your want of imagination ofiends me.
There's not even hope of your being original/'

"In his words he managed to maintain a certain circum-
spection and decorum; but his eyes scorched and blasted, like
lightning, and the tone of his voice became almost insulting with
hatred."1 Yet it was hatred of the act, not of the boy; he
abused things, not people, and always began by saying " What
you have done", not "You are...". The result was that the
culprit never felt the rebuke as personal abuse, "or if he did, it
was like the rebuke of his own conscience". One morning on
the pktform of a tram, Don Francisco saw a man who had
deceived him or been guilty of some characteristic piece of
sharp practice.

"Don't you recognize me, Don Francisco? You don't say
'Good morning'?"

"It was because I did recognize you that I didn't say 'Good
morning'."

Such outbursts were rare. Don Francisco generally achieved
his ends by a gentle irony, which made people sharpen their
wits when they were in his presence. The irony was given an
extra twist in cases of pomposity. A Catalan had expressed his
irritation at" the kck of moral greatness" in some of his fellow-
citizens in Barcelona.

"Really now", Don Francisco exclaimed. "You are going to
spoil us entirely! The day you are not pro-Catalan, you will lose the
whole of your charm."

As a matter of fact, Don Francisco had a soft spot for
Catalans as he had for the Portuguese. He understood (hem,
admired their sterling qualities and could sympathize with their
point of view; and for that reason there were many in Barcelona
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